
 

 
 
 

2016-17 Administrative Bulletin 
VIII-19   1-13-17 
 

Note:  There is no student attendance on Monday, Jan.16 in celebration of the Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Holiday! Administrative Offices will also be closed.  Enjoy the Holiday. 
 

1. ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 
  

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum 
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.  Please see Enclosure #1 for specific 
elementary school information.                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                   Marilyn Hissong, ext. 3124  
 

2. SECONDARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 
 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum 
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.  Please see Enclosure #2 for specific 
middle and high school information.                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                 Deborah Watson, ext. 3151 
 
3. SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER 
 

Enclosure #3 is details regarding the happenings and important information from the Special 
Education Department.  For more information please contact Jenny Snyder ext. 3115. 
           

                                                                                                               Connie Brown, ext. 3109 
 

4. REMINDER: FRANCINE’S FRIEND MAMMOGRAPHY  
 

See Enclosure #4 to view the Francine’s Friend schedule at EACS! 
 

            Wendy Walker, ext. 7309 
 

5. REMINDER: CPR/AED TRAINING  
 

Classes are offered free of charge twice a month through the end of the school year.  Classes 
are held at PAUL HARDING Jr in the Staff Development Room starting at 4:15 PM. Class size 
is limited and requires pre-registration.  If you need this certification for your license renewal, 
email or call (ext. 7309) Wendy Walker, Health Services Coordinator. 

 

December, 2016 – January & February, 2017 Class Schedule   

January 18 (Wednesday)  



   

February 8 (Wednesday) 
February 14 (Tuesday) 
Certification is through the American Heart Association and lasts for two years.  Any 
employee interested in, or needing certification renewal may also participate in this training. 

 

  Wendy Walker, ext. 7309     



“It is the supreme art of a teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge.”  
Albert Einstein 

 

 
            

Elementary     11-11-2017 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Jan 19 ‐10:00‐11:00   ISTEP Infrastructure Test 
Jan 16‐February 9  MOY NWEA Window 
February 6‐16    Scantron Bundle 5 Window 

Text Coding 
Materials needed:  copy of text codes and an article for each student, projectable article to which model coding. 
Step 1:  Introduce codes: Present kids with the text coding symbols shown in the chart.  Explain each symbol.  
Step 2:  Demonstrate coding: Project the article and model by coding part of the text yourself.  Read the first few 
paragraphs aloud, stopping periodically to show kids how you use codes to mark your reactions.  Also show how you use 
codes to mark your reactions.  Also show how you always write a word or two to help you remember what the code 
means.  This should take four or five minutes. 
Step 3: Kids Try Coding: Now, have students text-code the rest of the article for themselves.  Encourage them to find at 
least three places to put a code.  Be honest and tell kids this may feel forced or mechanical at first.  If it makes things 
easier, you can have kids put a code after each paragraph.  This will be less “natural”, but will give a defined stopping 
point.  
Step 4: Monitor: Circulate, confer, and assist individuals.  Allow enough time for most kids to finish the article. 
Step 5: Pairs Discuss: Get with your partner and have a quick discussion about this article.  Compare the codes you 
used as well as your reactions connected with them.  Pay special attention to the parts you both noticed yet marked with 
different codes. 
Step 6: Share with the whole class: Reconvene the class and invite a few kids to share by asking: Who used a 
checkmark somewhere in the text? Where? What were you thinking? Who used a star? For what? Who used an eye? 
What were you seeing? Did anyone have a reaction or some thinking that there was no code for? What new codes 
should we create? 

Text Codes  
  read something that makes you say, “Yeah, I knew that” or “I predicted that” or “I saw that coming.” 
X When you run across something that contradicts what you know or expect. 
? When you have a question, need clarification, or are unsure. 
! When you discover something new, surprising, exciting, or fun that makes you say cool, whoa, yuck, no way,  

      awesome. 
 When you read something that seems important, vital, key, memorable, or powerful. 

               When the reading really makes you see or visualize something. 

When you have a connection between the text and your life, he world, or other things you’ve read. 
zzz This is boring, I’m falling asleep.       

From Text and Lessons (Daniels/Steneke)   www.heinemann.com/textsandlessons 

 

 (English Learner) CORNER 
WIDA ACCESS TEST Q&A: 

 
Q: WHO TAKES THE WIDA ACCESS TEST? A: All Level 1-4 EL students, grades K-12 (not Level 5 or above Monitored or Exited students).  
Q: WHAT DOES THE TEST MEASURE? A: The WIDA ACCESS test measures a student's ability to listen to and understand, speak, read, and 
write in English. It therefore measures each domain separately, as well as gives an overall score, calculated as 15% listening, 15% speaking, 
35% reading, and 35% writing.  
Q: WHAT DOES THE TEST LOOK LIKE? A: To view student samples of the test at each grade level (except kindergarten and intense 
intervention students), visit https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida using a Chrome browser. 
Q: WHEN DO STUDENTS TAKE THE TEST? A: The testing window is from Monday, 1/9 through Friday, 2/24. Schools have various schedules 
within that window. Each portion (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) is given separately and usually on different days (except for 
kindergarten and Alternate Access tests). 
Q: HOW LONG DOES THE TEST TAKE? A: Times are approximate since the tests are not timed, but on average tests take, in grades 1-12, 40 
minutes for Listening, 35-45 minutes for reading, up to 65 minutes for writing, and 30-35 minutes for speaking. 45 minutes is usual for 
Kindergarten, as is 20-80 minutes for Alternate Access testers.  
Please be aware of your school's testing schedule as to not give EL students other tests or difficult work right before testing. 
 
Q: HOW CAN I HELP PREPARE MY ELs? A: Test-takers will have already viewed demos and taken online practice tests to help prepare them 
for their tests. However, for further practice until then, students and/or teachers may use the following website with a CHROME browser: 
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida 
 



 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

Important Dates 
Winter Writing Prompt 

WIDA Testing Window 

Martin Luther King Jr Day  

NWEA Round 2 Window 

Bundle 5 Assessment 

ISTEP+ (Applied Skills) 

ISTEP+ (Multiple Choice) 

Dec/Jan 

1/9-2/24 

1/16 (No School) 

1/16-2/9 

2/6-2/16 

2/27-3/10 

4/17-5/5 

It’s Almost ISTEP+ Time! 
Applied Skills – February 27th to March 10th 

Multiple Choice – April 17th to May 5th  

Need something to catch their attention? 

Emojis!  
There are 2000+ emoji that students are using in their daily 

communication with each other. Why not tap into this “foreign 

language” to peak student interest and engage some of our 

more hesitate readers. Here are some ideas from Smekens: 
 

 Have students retell the events of a story or 

summarize an article using emojis. Don’t forget to 

have the students justify why they picked an emoji.   

 Have students identify three character traits and 

describe them using emojis. Make sure the students 
find text evidence to support the emoji they 

picked.  
 Use emojis as an end of class reflection. This could 

be done on their ipads or pencil/paper. You could 
have multiple questions that had emoji answer  
options. This 
could also be a  
reflection question  
at the end of a test 
to monitor the  
student’s confidence 
in the material. 

 In math, let an  
emoji take the  
place of a variable.  

 

Exit Ticket Credit: http://www. 

edtechblog.org/news/emojiexitticket 

Content Credit: http://www.smekens 

education.com/Capture-Ideas-with- 

Emojis.html 

Questions or Concerns about the Bundles? 

Please make sure you fill out a bundle feedback form located on the district 

shared drive, or contact your Instructional Coach. 

 

 

EL (English Learner) CORNER 
 

WIDA ACCESS TEST Q&A: 

Q: WHO TAKES THE WIDA ACCESS TEST? 

A: All Level 1-4 EL students, grades K-12 (not Level 5 or 

above Monitored or Exited students).  

Q: WHAT DOES THE TEST MEASURE?  

A: The WIDA ACCESS test measures a student's ability to 

listen to and understand, speak, read, and write in English. It 

therefore measures each domain separately, as well as gives 

an overall score, calculated as 15% listening, 15% speaking, 

35% reading, and 35% writing.  

Q: WHAT DOES THE TEST LOOK LIKE?  

A: To view student samples of the test at each grade level 

(except kindergarten and intense intervention students), visit 

https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida using a 

Chrome browser. 

Q: WHEN DO STUDENTS TAKE THE TEST? 

A: The testing window is from Monday, 1/9 through Friday, 

2/24. Schools have various schedules within that window. 

Each portion (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) is 

given separately and usually on different days (except for 

kindergarten and Alternate Access tests). 

Q: HOW LONG DOES THE TEST TAKE?  

A: Times are approximate since the tests are not timed, but 

on average tests take, in grades 1-12, 40 minutes for 

Listening, 35-45 minutes for reading, up to 65 minutes for 

writing, and 30-35 minutes for speaking. 45 minutes is usual 

for Kindergarten, as is 20-80 minutes for Alternate Access 

testers.  

Please be aware of your school's testing schedule as to not 

give EL students other tests or difficult work 

 right before testing. 

Q: HOW CAN I HELP PREPARE MY ELs?  

A: Test-takers will have already viewed demos and taken 

online practice tests to help prepare them for their tests. 

However, for further practice until then, students and/or 

teachers may use the following website with a CHROME 

browser: https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida 

 

January 11th, 

2017 

Secondary: 

Middle School & High School 

https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida


1/06/2017 

QUOTE:  When a flower doesn’t bloom you fix the environment in which it grows, not the flower. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our Mission: To improve student outcomes. 

Compliance Reminder/Updates: 

• Remember to complete your progress 

monitoring on IEP goals for the 

completion of the 2nd quarter. 

• Remember that a BUS suspension 

counts as a day of removal IF the 

student is not able to get to school 

using an alternative transportation 

method.  At 10 days of removal an 

Manifestation Determination 

conference must be held. 

Transition Tip:   

Over next several transition tips, the focus will be on 

common transition mistakes.  The first is writing 

measureable post-secondary goals: 

• Post-secondary goals MUST use definitive outcome 

based words, otherwise they are not measureable.  

Don’t use words like: could, should, possibly, may.  

Rather, use words like: will receive, will get, will 

obtain, will access, etc.  You must be able to answer 

the statement with a definitive yes or no for the 

goal to be measurable and compliant.   

Module #’s: 

FBA – 51(+13)   BIP – 40(+17)   Goals – 25(+8)  Social 

Narratives -  16(+3)   Visual Supports – 19(+9)  Sensory 

Connections – Brand new module! 

Awesome Outcomes! 

• 35 athletes from across the district participated in the Regional Special 

Olympics Bowling tournament, and 10 of them made it to State in 

December!  These athletes will be recognized at the January 17th school 

board meeting.  Thanks to coaches Lindsey Lortie and Katy Woods! 

• Thanks to all of the programs who hosted a wonderful Thanksgiving 

meal – WOEL, NHP, NHHS, NHMS, and IREACH! 

Research Based Supports to Promote Inclusion:  

The use of digital instructional materials is a great tool for promoting inclusion.  In 

EACS, most of our texts are now in digital format.  In addition, students may have 

content material read aloud to them via their iPad and can use the iPad for speech 

to text accommodations.  Ensuring that your students use these kinds of tools 

during core instruction in the classroom, with pullout services provided only to 

clarify and reteach, greatly increases their ability to participate with their peers, 

while simultaneously improving academic and social outcomes for them.  

 

ASD Focus of the Month 

Recognizing Sensory Needs In Your Students     

Sensory processing problems can impact a student academically, behaviorally, socially and 
emotionally.  Have you ever noticed one of your students covering his or her ears, seemingly 
touching everything, or melting down and you are not sure why? While behaviors can occur for 
many different reasons, your students may be struggling to process sensory information. While 
we cannot control every possible factor, we can create more sensory friendly environments to 
help our students who have additional sensory needs. For more information check out our 
resources on the EACS ASD Team web page or email Lindsey Lortie to access our brand new 
Sensory Connections module! 

 

PD Opportunities:  

• Online Modules 

o Sensory Connections 

(Brand New) 

• February In-service 

• IN Inclusion Conference 

• Recommended Reading 

– How Can I Help You  

o Lori Desautels 

 

Pictured above is Kate Williams (left) and 

Leslie Lawson (right).  Kate serves as the 

Blind/Low vision teacher and Leslie serves 

at the Hearing Impaired teacher for EACS.  

Each travels the district to provide services 

to students who qualify under these 

disability categories. 



 
 
 

Francine's  Friends Mobile Mammography Unit  is  returning  to  EACS.   This  is  a 
wonderful  and  convenient  service offered  to  EACS  and  to  our community  by  Parkview 
Hospital and the Breast Diagnostic Center. 
  
Parkview  recommends  women  have  an  annual  mammogram  beginning  at  age  40. 
Women 35 and older, who are not experiencing any problems with their breasts, can get 
a screening mammogram on the coach. 
  
All  participants  must  have  a  family  physician  as  the  screening  report  is  sent  to  the 
physician.   
  
For participants  that have  insurance,  their  insurance company will be billed.  For  those 
that have EACS Group Health  Insurance, Mammograms will be considered as a wellness 
benefit, covered at 100%. Please bring a photo ID and your insurance card. 
 
NO ONE will be turned away for inability to pay.  Francine’s Friends has funding available 
and a donation toward the cost of the mammogram is welcome. 
  
 
2017 screening schedule:  

 January 12 (Thursday) – Paul Harding Jr/EAU 

 February 1 (Wednesday) – Prince Chapman 

 February 6 (Monday) – New Haven High School 

 February 14 (Tuesday) – Cedarville 

 March 27 (Monday) – Leo Jr/Sr High 

 April 17 (Monday) – Woodlan K‐12 Campus  

 May 5 (Friday) – Heritage K‐12 Campus 
 

Appointments may be scheduled in by calling (260) 483‐1847 or  
(800) 727‐8439, ext. 26540. 
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